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Module description

This module explores how European identity is reflected and constructed on screen in the
contemporary cinemas of Italy, Germany and Romania, taking a selection of case studies: national
identity and religion (Italy), the construction and negotiation of national identity under and after
communism (Romania), and identity in post-unification Germany. The focus is particularly on the
instability of national identity, its questioning and deconstruction (Italy: the challenges to identity of
growing diversity of faith; Germany: the challenges of post-unification society, the ongoing
reckoning with the legacy of National Socialism and the Holocaust, the migration crisis) and
Romanian cinema under communism and the challenges of change.

Assessment

The module is assessed through a 5,000-word essay.
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Learning outcomes
Upon successful completion of this module, students should be able to:

LO1 Identify and describe key issues with regard to national identity, religion, gender and
memory in the cinemas of Italy, Romania and Germany respectively.

LO2 Employ suitable critical terminology to analyse a selection of films.
LO3 Identify and assess the place of national cinemas in constructing European identities.
LO4 Formulate ideas on the construction of identity in Europe.

LO5 Critically evaluate key issues regarding identity in selected European cinemas.



